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Significance of Dissecting of Animals and Observing Actual

Human Dissection at a Department of Nursing
Junko IWAMA , Keiko MATSUMOTO

Abstract

Nurses should be familiar with the structure and function of human bodies, as nursing is a profession concerned
with human lives. However, almost all students at departments of nursing have had no experience of animal
dissection, because the section of animal dissection has been shrinking in school science textbooks in recent years.

In this study, we investigate students’ perceptions on dissection, scientific knowledge, and their respect for life
through classes of fish dissection and observing actual human dissection, and consider the educational significance of
dissection.

The results of the study are as follows: The questionnaires to students after the classes reveal the following facts:
First, almost all students answered that these classes were very instructive. Secondly, it seemed that they realized

preciousness of life itself. Therefore, dissection should occupy a critical position in the education of nursing students.
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