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A Study on Nursing Students’ Vocational Consciousness

— Three-year comparative studies since the school foundation —

Yasuko ZINDA,Fumio TAKEUCHI,Masahiro ISAWA, Yasuko AOKI,Kimiko KASIRO

Teruko KUNIOKA, Kimie SHIBAHARA,Seiji MITA,Motoi OE

In the actual undertakings of nursing education, we consider it important to grasp the realities of the students’ social
backgrounds and vocational awareness.We have conducted yearly questionnaire surveys on the students of our
college at the time of entrance for the past three years starting from 1995. Our studies centered on the students’
levels of vocational awareness of their professions.The contents of the surveys included: @ Students’ motives of
applying for the college. @ Their postgraduate career images of such professions as nursing, midwifery or public
health nursing. @ Their potentials for career development. The analysis was done to find out any changes during
these three years. We have to note that an admission through a recommendation system was not available for the
first year applicants. This system was adopted to students starting 1996. (hearafter be called '96 students).
The results were as in the following.
@ The average age of the students lowered year by year. A decreasing tendency was observed in the time of
commuting, and in the percentage of students who also took entrance examinations to other colleges. There was an
increasing tendency in the number of students wishing to enter the world of nursing.
@ The greatest percentage of students wished to proceed to higher education after graduation. This tendency was
observed among students at every year of our surveys. (3 Images of nurses, midwives, or public health nurses as
estimated by average profile values maintained nearly the same during the past three years. @ The average value
- concerning the image of public health nurses as represented by the adjectives was roughly within the range of +
1.00, which was smaller than those of nurses or midwives. & Most of the ’95 students decided their vocational
careers in the 2nd year of high school;however, most of both 96 students and 97 students decided their vocational
careers as early as during elementary and junior high schools. ® The first priority in their choice of work sites was
"good human relationship". @ The greatest percentage of ’95 students answered that they would like to continue
working even after marriage or having children. On the other hand both '96 and ’97 stidemts answered that they
wanted to quit their job temporarily if they had children and start working again when their children were grown up.
Among the variables relating to vocational images, the average score of "worth-while job’ ranked the first and
’contributing to society’ ranked the second for every year of our surveys. Such variables as 'working hours’ and
‘work environment’ were found to be related to the worst image. ( The average scores representing students’ self-
esteem were 2.36, 2.56, and 2.56 for '95, ’96 and *97 students respectively, showing that ’95 students had lower

scores.



